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COOKEVILLE -- A Cookeville discount tobacco store busted for selling alcohol to a minor earlier this year will have its beer license suspended for 30 days come Oct. 1. The city's Alcohol Beverage Control Board rendered that decision last night, enforcing the suspension on Freedom Discount Tobacco, located at 932 E. 10 St. It was the second violation for the store and the suspension was enforced in lieu of a civil penalty. A total of seven businesses were brought in front of the board to answer similar violations last night.

The violation at Discount Tobacco occurred in February when a juvenile -- age 17 and working in cooperation with the Cookeville Police Department -- entered the store. He presented his real ID upon request to the store clerk and was able to purchase a 40-ounce Bud Light. The incident was caught on a camera provided to the juvenile in question. Danny Brooks, owner of the store, defended his employee, saying he had vision problems that have since been corrected. The clerk is still employed with the business and pled guilty to the offense in General Sessions Court. "He was close to legally blind," Brooks said. "And he's been checked before with other businesses and always been right. That's just the situation he had. We're really embarrassed about this because we do think we run a good store."

Upon review of the tape, the board decided to hand down a 30-day suspension, which is scheduled to begin Oct. 1 -- the maximum suspension could have been 45 days. "This is a serious situation that we have to deal with," said board member Ray Smith. "This is no fun, but we're working very hard to avoid just passing out punishment. But we had a duty to protect the children of this community." Beer board members said last night that they hoped this case could serve as a starting point for the offering of a Responsible Vendor Program in Cookeville, which would take store clerks through training on how to read IDs and stop underage drinking. 

The program, which is currently being offered locally, was discussed during a work session held Monday night. Brooks said that would be something he would be interested in and urged the board to continue pursuing that as an option for violators. "We should be checked," Brooks said. "I believe you guys are on the right track. There's been times when we don't know exactly what the law is. I don't want the police coming into my business and telling me a 17-year-old bought beer. We're doing everything we can possibly do, short of taking the class, to make sure they're checking (IDs)."

The other businesses were fined $1,500 in lieu of a 30-day suspension for first-offense violations. Those included Minit Mart 152, located at 1009 N. Washington Ave.; Mike's Market, located at 2096 Highway 70E; Brian's Corner Market; Beverly Hills Market, located at 1593 E. String St.; and Burgess Falls Shell, located at 1090 S. Willow Ave. T-Mart, which was also cited for its second violation in selling alcohol to a minor, will have a hearing scheduled at a later date.

